
ST HILDA’S ASHFORD

SIXTH SUNDAY IN EASTER

10 AM 10 MAY 2026

The Sunday service is livestreamed and can be viewed later our Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/live_videos
or see:   https://www.youtube.com/@sthildachurch8263  

https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/live_videos
https://www.youtube.com/@sthildachurch8263
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Welcome to St Hilda’s.  We are delighted that you are able to 
share in our morning worship today,

If you are new to the church please do take time to introduce 
yourself  to  the  people  at  the  back  of  the  church  and  to  the 
ministry team at the end of the service. We would be delighted 
to meet you.

If you are able please join us for tea or coffee after the service so 
we can get to know one another.

Should  you  need  any  help  during  the  service  please  do  not 
hesitate to  ask those around you and we are sure they will be 
able to support you.

There is a toddler's corner in the north aisle which young children 
are very welcome to use, and there activity sheets are available 
to occupy them.

Please indicate to the priest if you want a gluten free wafer 
during communion

We encourage parishioners to donate via PARISH GIVING:
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/
ashford-st-hilda-ashford/

St Hilda’s is a Registered Charity No. 1134119
CCLI License no. 708985

One License no. A-739460
Copyright Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashford-st-hilda-ashford/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashford-st-hilda-ashford/
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THE GATHERING

Introit Hymn
Lord of beauty, thine the splendour

Shown in earth and sky and sea,
Burning sun and moonlight tender,

Hill and river, flower and tree:
Lest we fail our praise to render

Touch our eyes that they may see.

Lord of wisdom, whom obeying
Mighty waters ebb and flow,

While unhasting, undelaying,
Planets on their courses go:

In thy laws thyself displaying,
Teach our minds thyself to know.

Lord of life, alone sustaining
All below and all above,

Lord of love, by whose ordaining
Sun and stars sublimely move:

In our earthly spirits reigning,
Lift our hearts that we may love.

Lord of beauty, bid us own thee,
Lord of truth, our footsteps guide,

Till as Love our hearts enthrone thee,
And, with wisdom purified,

Lord of all, when all have known thee,
Thou in all art glorified.

[C. A. Alington  © 2000 HA&M Admin. Hope Publishing Company
Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE 

#A-739460. All rights reserved.]
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The Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

Grace, mercy and peace  from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you

All and also with you.

Words of welcome are said.  We pray with Junior Church.

Prayer of Preparation
All Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.   Amen.

Prayers of Penitence
Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed for us.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
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We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us, forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.   Amen.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen

Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest,

All and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.   Amen.
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The Collect - The Collect for the Week is said after a moment of silence

Risen Christ,
by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples:
help your Church to obey your command
and draw the nations to the fire of your love,
to the glory of God the Father.   Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Reading – Genesis 8:20-9:17

Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every 
clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt-
offerings on the altar. And when the Lord smelt the 
pleasing odour, the Lord said in his heart, ‘I will never 
again curse the ground because of humankind, for the 
inclination of the human heart is evil from youth; nor will I 
ever again destroy every living creature as I have done.

As long as the earth endures,
    seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, day and night,
    shall not cease.’

God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, ‘Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. The fear and dread 
of you shall rest on every animal of the earth, and on 
every bird of the air, on everything that creeps on the 
ground, and on all the fish of the sea; into your hand they 
are delivered. Every moving thing that lives shall be food 
for you; and just as I gave you the green plants, I give you 
everything. Only, you shall not eat flesh with its life, that 
is, its blood. For your own lifeblood I will surely require a 
reckoning: from every animal I will require it and from 
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human beings, each one for the blood of another, I will 
require a reckoning for human life.

Whoever sheds the blood of a human,
    by a human shall that person’s blood be shed;
for in his own image
    God made humankind.

And you, be fruitful and multiply, abound on the earth and 
multiply in it.’

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for 
me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, and with every living creature that 
is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every 
animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the 
ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again 
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never 
again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ God said, 
‘This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me 
and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it 
shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 
When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in 
the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between 
me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the 
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.’ God 
said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have 
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.’

At the end the reader may say
This is the word of the Lord.

All Thanks be to God.
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New Testament Reading – Acts 17:22-31

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, 
‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every 
way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at 
the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 
with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore 
you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God 
who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 
hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 
breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations 
to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 
live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for 
him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one 
of us. For “In him we live and move and have our being”; as 
even some of your own poets have said,

“For we too are his offspring.”

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the 
deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the 
art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked 
the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which 
he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man 
whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance 
to all by raising him from the dead.’

 At the end the reader may say

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn
Blest are the pure in heart,
For they shall see our God;
The secret of the Lord is theirs,
Their soul is Christ's abode.

The Lord, who left the heavens
Our life and peace to bring,
To dwell in lowliness with men,
Their pattern and their king;

Still to the lowly soul
He doth himself impart,
And for his dwelling and his throne
Chooseth the pure in heart.

Lord, we thy presence seek;
May ours this blessing be;
Give us a pure and lowly heart,
A temple meet for thee. [John Keeble and others]

Gospel Reading – John 14:15-21

Alleluia, Alleluia.
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.

All Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another advocate to help 
you and be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The 
world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and 
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will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come 
to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, 
but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On 
that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you 
are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands 
and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who 
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love 
them and show myself to them.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Taizé chant: Laudate omnes gentes, laudate dominum,
Laudate omnes gentes, laudate dominum.

The Sermon

The Creed
Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
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in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Jesus our exalted Lord has been given all authority.
Let us seek his intercession that our prayers may be 
perfected by his prayer.

The prayers end with the following:

Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

The Peace – We stand

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. 
Alleluia.

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you
All and also with you.  Alleluia.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace.

Offertory Hymn
During this hymn a collection will be taken.  You can use the QR 
code on page 2, and on the back of the chairs, for online donations.

I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin
My hand will save.
I who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?

Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain,
I have borne my people's pain.
I have wept for love of them.
They turn away.
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I will break their hearts of stone,
Give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them,
Whom shall I send?

Refrain

I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them.
My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide
Till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send?

Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.

[Text: Based on Isaiah 6. Text and music: Dan Schutte, 
© 1981, OCP. All rights reserved

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE 
#A-739460. All rights reserved.].

The table is prepared, and bread and wine are placed upon it.

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

All All things come from you,
and of your own do we give you.
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Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you

All and also with you
Lift up your hearts.

All We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.

For he is your living Word;
through him you have created all things from the beginning,
and formed us in your own image.
Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin,
giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the cross;
you raised him from the dead
and exalted him to your right hand on high.
Through him you have sent upon us
your holy and life-giving Spirit,
and made us a people for your own possession.

But chiefly are we bound to praise you 
because you raised him gloriously from the dead.
For he is the true paschal lamb who was offered for us,
and has taken away the sin of the world.
By his death he has destroyed death,
and by his rising to life again 
he has restored to us everlasting life.
Therefore, with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,
All God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord;
Hosanna in the Highest.

Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;
we look for the coming of your kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Great is the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:  Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.
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Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,
inspire us with your love
and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,
in songs of everlasting praise:

All Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
as our Saviour taught us, 
in the language of our hearts we pray:

We say the Lord’s Prayer in our preferred language

Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
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Agnus Dei
Lamb of God,

All you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion
The president says the invitation to communion

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All Therefore let us keep the feast.

Alleluia.

The president and people receive communion.

All confirmed Anglicans, as well as all baptized Christians who truly 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and are in a state of grace, are 
welcome to receive communion, provided they would normally do so in 
their own church. If you are not receiving communion today, you are 
warmly invited to come forward for a blessing; please indicate this by 
bringing your order of service with you.

Communion Hymns
Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Fill me with life anew,
That I may love what thou dost love,
And do what thou wouldst do.
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Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Until my heart is pure,
Until with thee I will one will,
To do and to endure.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Till I am wholly thine,
Until this earthly part of me
Glows with the fire divine.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
So shall I never die,
But live with thee the perfect life
Of thine eternity.

[Edwin Hatch]

Anthem:   If ye love me keep my commandments
[Thomas Tallis © Oxford University Press 2002

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE 
#A-739460. All rights reserved.]

Come down, O love divine,
Seek thou this soul of mine,

And visit it with thine own ardour glowing;
O Comforter, draw near,
Within my heart appear,

And kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

O let it freely burn,
Till earthly passions turn

To dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
And let thy glorious light
Shine ever on my sight,

And clothe me round the while my path illuming.
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Let holy charity
Mine outward vesture be,

And lowliness become mine inner clothing;
True lowliness of heart,
Which takes the humbler part,

And o'er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

And so the yearning strong,
With which the soul will long,

Shall far outpass the power of human telling;
For none can guess its grace,
Till he become the place

Wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling.
[Bianco de Siena   tr. R. F. Littledale]

Prayers after Communion
Silence is kept after which the post-Communion collect is said.

God our Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life:
may we thirst for you,
the spring of life and source of goodness,
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

All Amen.

All Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory.   Amen.

   Notices - see page 23 .
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THE DISMISSAL
St. Hilda’s prayer

All May I be equal to your hope of me. 
If I am weak, I ask that you send only what I can bear.
If I am strong, may I shrink from no testing 
that shall yield increase of strength 
or win security for my spirit.
I trust in thee, O Lord. 
I say, ‘Thou art my God.’ 
My times are in thy hand.   Amen

Blessing
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory
and gladden your hearts 
with the good news of his kingdom;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen.

Go in the light and peace of Christ. . Alleluia, Alleluia
All Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia!

Recessional Hymn
Love Divine, all loves excelling,

Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,

All thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesu, thou art all compassion,

Pure unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation,

Enter every trembling heart.
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Come, almighty to deliver,
Let us all thy life receive;

Suddenly return, and never,
Never more thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve thee as thy hosts above,

Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
Glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation,
Pure and spotless let us be;

Let us see thy great salvation,
Perfectly restored in thee,

Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heaven we take our place,

Till we cast our crowns before thee,
Lost in wonder, love and praise!

[Charles Wesley]

Please join us for tea or coffee after the service
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Please remember in your prayers this week:                 :

THOSE FOR WHOM OUR PRAYERS HAVE BEEN ASKED:  
Emma Bennet, Ben Bishop, Stan Bishop, Brenda Charlton, Tony 
Charlton  Tony Diggins, Robert Dobbie, Sheila Freeman, Gemma Hart, 
Kevin Harwood, John Hunt, Lorna Jackson, Carole Kelly, Julia Kirkby, 
Pat Kitto, Pat Kyle, Ray Nation, John Parish, Massimo Pellizzari, Rev 
Chris Rogers, Annette Scott, Elsie Stone, Christine Taylor, Barbara 
Warne, Claire West, Jeremy Weston, Delia Woodley, Abby, Ben, 
Christine, Darren, Eva, Fiona, Peter, Ramin, Rose
If you know of someone who can be removed from this list, please tell 
Rosemary or email  communication@sthilda.org

THE RECENTLY DEPARTED:  
Phyllis Amy Goldsmith, Beryl Marson, Jennifer Wrightson

Phyllis Goldsmith’s funeral will be held at South West Middlesex 
Crematorium on Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 1.00 pm 

THOSE IN OUR MEMORIAL BOOK THIS WEEK:  
Patricia Jane Shelly, Edgar John Sidwell, John Du Bock, Thomas 
Graham Inglis, Ronald Cash, Frances Louise Bray, Halina Dura, Oliver 
Springer, Thomas Henry Boswell, Stella Madeline Elsom Barber, 
Pauline Ealey, Vera Beatrice Rouse, Margaret Reid

THOSE PREPARING FOR CONFIRMATION:  
Elizabeth, Gabriel, Nima, Malachi, Charlotte, Jenny, Teddy, Oliver, 
Farhad, Khadijeh, Ben, Adam

Pray for our ALMA twin Parish, Holy Cross Murrupula, 
and for Fr. Domingos and his family 

also for Christians facing persecution in countries such as North Korea, 
Somalia, Libya, Eritrea, Yemen, Iran and Nigeria.

for more details see   https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
Pray for the areas of the world where there is conflict, including:

the Middle East including Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon, Israel, Iran;
India and Pakistan; Ukraine and Russia; Sudan; Myanmar.

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
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SERVICE TIMES next week
Wednesday 13th May 11.00am

Ascension Day Thursday 14th May at 7pm
Sunday 17th May 10am Confirmation with Bishop Emma

NOTICES
The deadline for items for the Service Sheet is noon on Thursday.
Send to communication@sthilda.org

Next Sunday’s Confirmation Service will be followed by a reception in 
the church hall. If you can provide some refreshments for this please 
sign the list at the back of church.

Bible Study Group   –   Monday 11  th   at 7.30pm   in church. We continue 
to learn about the Holy Spirit.  New members or visitors welcome!

Community Lunch in church - Wednesday at 12 noon

Ascension Day Service – Thursday 14  th   May at 7pm  

Ladies’ night out Friday 22nd May 8pm at M2 Pizza Pasta.
Please sign up at the back of church so we can book a table.

Feed My Sheep – Tuesday 26th May at 2.30pm
in the Small Hall.  The topic is Methodism

Ambling Through Acts – Thursday 4  th   June at 7.30pm   in church

Pentecost – Sunday 24  th   May at 10am   For this service please:
1. Wear native clothes
2. Bring a snack that is cultural to your place of origin
3. If you can speak any language other than English please put your 
name down on the list at the back of church

*** WANTED! ***   Items for Newsletter
Please send contributions to editor@sthilda.org
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Contact Information
Vicar
Fr. Julius Anozie vicar@sthilda.org

+447359 876498
Lay Minister
Rosalyn Young rosalyn@sthilda.org

Churchwardens
Alison Garner Nick Gething

Email: warden@sthilda.org

PCC Secretary PCC Treasurer
Khadijeh

Email: secretary@sthilda.org treasurer@sthilda.org

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Email: safeguarding@sthilda.org

Church Hall Bookings
Chris Davenport 01784 252170

The Parish Office:
St Hilda's Church, Stanwell Road, Ashford, Middlesex TW15 3QL

Telephone: 01784 253525    Email: office@sthilda.org
Office hours are: Monday by appointment only

Tue: 9am-6pm, Wed: 12 noon-4:00pm,   Thur: 9am-6pm

Notices etc.    Email: communcation@sthilda.org

Website:   www.sthilda.org

Charity Number: 1134119        CCLI: 708985

Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/
Follow us on X https://twitter.com/StHildaAshford
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