
 

ST HILDA’S ASHFORD 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

18 FEBRUARY 2024 
 

https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/ 

https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/


2 

Welcome to St Hilda’s.  We are delighted that you are able to 
share in our morning worship today, 

If you are new to the church please do take time to introduce 
yourself to the people at the back of the church and to the 
ministry team at the end of the service. We would be delighted to 
meet you. 

If you are able please join us for tea or coffee after the service so  
we can get to know one another. 

Should you need any help during the service please do not 
hesitate to  ask those around you and we are sure they will be 
able to support you. 

For children, Junior Church meets in the Church Hall during the 
first part of the service, and there is a children's corner in the 
north aisle which they are very welcome to use. 
 

Praying for peace in Israel and Gaza 

Bishop Sarah encourages us to join in with Archbishop Hosam Naoum 
of Jerusalem, who has offered the following prayer: 

O God of all justice and peace, we cry out to you in the midst of the pain 
and trauma of violence and fear which prevails in the Holy Land.  

Be with those who need you in these days of suffering; we pray for 
people of all faiths – Jews, Muslims and Christians and for all people of 
the land.  

While we pray to you, O Lord, for an end to violence and the 
establishment of peace, we also call for you to bring justice and equity to 
the peoples. Guide us into your kingdom where all people are treated 
with dignity and honour as your children – for to all of us you are our 
Heavenly Father.  

In Jesus’ name we pray,  

Amen 
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THE GATHERING 

Introit Hymn 

Lead us heavenly Father, lead us 
 O'er the world's tempestuous sea; 
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
 For we have no help but thee; 
Yet possessing every blessing 
 If our God our Father be. 

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us, 
 All our weakness thou dost know; 
Thou didst tread this earth before us, 
 Thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
Self denying, death defying, 
 Thou to Calvary didst go. 

Spirit of our God, descending 
 Fill our hearts with heavenly joy; 
Love with every passion blending,  
 Pleasure that can never cloy; 
Thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
 Nothing can our peace destroy. 

[James Edmeston] 

The Greeting 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

All and also with you. 



4 

Words of welcome are said; we pray with Junior Church. 

 

Prayer of Preparation  

All Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
Invitation to confession 

When the Lord comes,  
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,  
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.  
Therefore, in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.   Amen. 
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Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 
 
The Collect - The Collect for the week is said after a moment of silence 

Heavenly Father, 
your Son battled with the powers of darkness, 
and grew closer to you in the desert: 
help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer 
that we may witness to your saving love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Old Testament Reading – Genesis 9 vv 8 -17 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, 
I am establishing my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, and with every living creature that is 
with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal 
of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I 
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all 
flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again 
shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ God said, ‘This is 
the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for all future 
generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be 
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a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I 
bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the 
clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me 
and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the 
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 
When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember 
the everlasting covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.’ God said to Noah, 
‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have established 
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.’ 

At the end the reader may say 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 

 
New Testament Reading –  1 Peter 3 vv 18 – 22 

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous 
for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was 
put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in 
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits 
in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of 
the ark, in which a few, that is, eight people, were saved 
through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as 
an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and 
is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers made subject to him. 

At the end the reader may say 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading – Mark 1 vv 9 – 15 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
The Lord is a great God, O that today you would listen to his 
voice. Harden not your hearts. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming 
up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.’ 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the 
wilderness. He was in the wilderness for forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 
angels waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
 
The Sermon 
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The Creed 

All  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
We pray to the Lord for courage to give ourselves to him 
this Lent. 

The prayers end with the following: 

Merciful Father 
All accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 

 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

The Peace 

Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 
 
Offertory Hymn 

During this hymn a collection will be taken 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
 Forgive our foolish ways! 
Reclothe us in our rightful mind, 
In purer lives thy service find, 
 In deeper reverence praise. 
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In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
 Beside the Syrian sea, 
The gracious calling of the Lord, 
Let us, like them, without a word 
 Rise up and follow thee. 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee! 
 O calm of hills above, 
Where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
The silence of eternity, 
 Interpreted by love! 

Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
 Till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
 The beauty of thy peace. 

Breathe through the heats of our desire 
 Thy coolness and thy balm; 
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
 O still small voice of calm! 

[John Whittier] 

 

 

The table is prepared, and bread and wine are placed upon it. 

God of life, saviour of the poor, 
receive with this money 
gratitude for your goodness, 
penitence for our pride 
and dedication to your service 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 
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Eucharistic Prayer  

 The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you 

 Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our 
Saviour. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 

For in these forty days 
you lead us into the desert of repentance 
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 
we may grow in grace 
and learn to be your people once again. 
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 
you bring us back to your generous heart. 
Through study of your holy word 
you open our eyes to your presence in the world 
and free our hands to welcome others 
into the radiant splendour of your love. 
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As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 
with joyful hearts and minds we bless you for your mercy 
and join with saints and angels for ever praising you and 
singing: 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
All God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the Highest. 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 

Great is the mystery of faith : 
All  Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
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And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole 
world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of Hilda and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Standing at the foot of the cross, 
and as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
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And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread.  

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 

Agnus Dei 

 Jesus, Lamb of God, 
All have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

The president says the invitation to communion  

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
All Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father. 

The president and people receive communion.  
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Communion Hymns 

Sweet sacrament divine, 
 Hid in thine earthly home, 
Lo, round thy lowly shrine, 
 With suppliant hearts we come; 
Jesu, to thee our voice we raise, 
In songs of love and heartfelt praise: 
 Sweet sacrament divine.   (x2) 

Sweet sacrament of peace, 
 Dear home for every heart, 
Where restless yearnings cease 
 And sorrows all depart; 
There in thine ear all trustfully 
We tell our tale of misery: 
 Sweet sacrament of peace.   (x2) 

Sweet sacrament of rest, 
 Ark from the ocean's roar, 
Within thy shelter blest 
 Soon may we reach the shore; 
Save us, for still the tempest raves, 
Save, lest we sink beneath the waves, 
 Sweet sacrament of rest.  (x2) 

Sweet sacrament divine, 
 Earth's light and jubilee, 
In thy far depths doth shine 
 The Godhead's majesty; 
Sweet light, so shine on us, we pray, 
That earthly joys may fade away, 
 Sweet sacrament divine.  (x2) 

[Francis Stanfield] 
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The King of love my Shepherd is, 
 Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
 And he is mine forever. 

Where streams of living water flow 
 My ransomed soul he leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow, 
 With food celestial feedeth. 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
 But yet in love he sought me, 
And on his shoulder gently laid, 
 And home, rejoicing, brought me. 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill 
 With thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
 Thy cross before to guide me. 

Thou spread'st a table in my sight; 
 Thy unction grace bestoweth; 
And O what transport of delight 
 From thy pure chalice floweth! 

And so through all the length of days 
 Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
 Within thy house forever. 

 [H. W. Baker] 
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The sinless one to Jordan came, 
 To share our fallen nature's blame; 
God’s righteousness he thus fulfilled 
 And chose the path his Father willed. 

Uprising from the waters there, 
 The voice from heaven did witness bear 
That he, the Son of God, had come 
 To lead his scattered people home. 

Above him see the heavenly Dove, 
 The sign of God the Father’s love, 
Now by the Holy Spirit shed 
 Upon the Son’s anointed head. 

How blest that mission then begun 
 To heal and save a race undone; 
Straight to the wilderness he goes 
 To wrestle with his people’s foes. 

Dear Lord, let those baptized from sin 
 Go forth with you, a world to win, 
And send the Holy Spirit’s power 
 To shield them in temptation’s hour. 

On you shall all your people feed 
 And know you are the Bread indeed, 
Who gives eternal life to those 
 That with you died, and with you rose. 

[G. B. Timms] 
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O for a closer walk with God, 
 A calm and heavenly frame, 
A light to shine upon the road 
 That leads me to the Lamb! 

Return, O holy Dove, return, 
 Sweet messenger of rest; 
I hate the sins that made thee mourn 
 And drove thee from my breast. 

The dearest idol I have known, 
 Whate'er that idol be 
Help me to tear it from thy throne, 
 And worship only thee. 

So shall my walk be close with God, 
 Calm and serene my frame; 
So purer light shall mark the road 
 That leads me to the Lamb. 

[William Cowper] 

 

Prayers after Communion 

Silence is kept after which the Post-Communion prayer is said. 

Lord God, 
you have renewed us with the living bread from heaven; 
by it you nourish our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and strengthen our love: 
teach us always to hunger for him  
   who is the true and living bread, 
and enable us to live by every word 
that proceeds from out of your mouth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
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All Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

 Notices - see pages 22 - 27.  
 
 

THE DISMISSAL 

Blessing 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,  
scatter the darkness from before your path,  
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

Go in the peace of Christ. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Recessional Hymn 

How deep the Father's love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 
That he should give his only Son 
To make a wretch his treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss, 
The Father turns his face away, 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 

Behold the man upon a cross, 
My sin upon his shoulders; 
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers. 
It was my sin that held him there 
Until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life - 
I know that it is finished. 

I will not boast in anything, 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 
His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from his reward? 
I cannot give an answer, 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 

[Stuart Townend   © 1995 Thankyou Music] 
  

St Hilda’s is a Registered Charity No. 1134119 
CCLI License no. 708985 

One License no. A-739460 
Copyright Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England 
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SERVICE TIMES 

Wednesday 21st February 11.00am 
Sunday 25th February 10am 

The Sunday morning service is livestreamed and can be viewed later our Facebook page 

 

Please remember in your prayers this week: 

THE SICK: 
Michael Brown 
Ros Clifton 
Saffi Cobham 

Pat Kyle 
Ray Nation 
Lena Richardson 

David 
Fiona 

If you would like a name added to or removed from the prayer list, please 
contact the Parish Office.  If you know of someone ill or in hospital in need of 
prayer and support please tell our LLM Rosalyn Young (contact details on back 
cover). 

THE RECENTLY DEPARTED 
Mary Eyers  Pamela Middleston  Sheila West  
Marilyn Hayward Clive Hayward Dolores Didrickson Norton  
 

Sheila West's funeral will be in St. Hilda's Church on Monday 11th 
March at 11.15am 

THOSE IN OUR MEMORIAL BOOK THIS WEEK 
 

Michael Rex Jackson 
Hilda Lund 
Adele Beatrice Crow 
Peter Harris 

Walter Oldfield 
Ernest Charles Titt 
Betty Mills 
Warren Francis Morrison 

Kenneth Ingham 
Ethel Mary Scott 
Florence Peckham 

 

 

Please pray for our ALMA twin Parish, Holy Cross Murrupula 
and for Christians facing persecution in countries such as North 

Korea, Somalia, Libya, Eritrea and Yemen 
for more details see   https://www.opendoorsuk.org/ 
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NOTICES 
 

WANTED: 
an electric lawnmower for St. Hilda's House.  Please speak to Paula if 
you can help. 
 

*** Children's' Society Boxes *** 
If you have a collecting box please bring it to church to be emptied 
during February.  Boxes can be left on the table at the back of church. 
 

Community Lunch - Wednesday at 12 noon 
Join us in church for the Community Lunch at midday 
If you are able to come forward and help, even once a month, please 
do liaise with Bobbie. 
 

Bible Study Group –Wednesday at 7.30pm 
We meet in Church on most Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm. 
You are very welcome to come and join us for our Lent study course: 
Approaching Jesus. 
 

Ladies' Night Out - Friday 23rd February at 8pm 
At M2.  If you plan to go, please sign up on the sheet at the back of 
church so the table can be booked. 
 

Feed My Sheep - Tuesday 27th February at 2.30pm 
Do come and join us .We meet on the 4th Tuesday, from 2.30pm – 4pm 
in Church with tea, coffee and cake, to explore topics on Christian 
themes.  A donation of a £1 is welcomed to cover the cost of the   
refreshments.  
 27th Feb The Wesleys 
 26th Mar Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus 
 23rd Apr St Hilda’s Church Window  
 28th May Non Canonical Gospels 
 25th June Jargon Busting 
 23rd July Celtic Spirituality 
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Ambling through Acts course – Thursday 7th March 
(7:30pm on the first Thursday of each month) 
Everyone is very welcome to attend. There will be refreshments at the 
end. We finish by saying Compline (Night Prayer) together round about 
9pm. I hope to see you there. Please bring a bible – ideally the NRSV, 
but any version will do. 
 

Parish Breakfast - Saturday 9th March at 9.30am 
Do come along and enjoy good food and fellowship. 
Suggested donation £5, payable on the day 
 

Reports for APCM 
The Annual Church Parochial Meeting will be held on Sunday 28th April.  
Would all group leaders please ensure that they get reports to me by 
Sunday 10th March.  Please send to lizbrian17@aol.com. 
 

PCC Meeting- Tuesday 12th March at 7.15pm for 7.30pm 
 

St Hilda’s Newsletter 
The latest issue of the Newsletter is available via the St. Hilda's web site 
(under "About Us").   Please leave the printed copies for people without 
internet access and for visitors. 
The newsletter is now produced every two months, and unless more 
people provide material the Newsletter will end.  
The deadline for items for the April/May issue is Sunday 3rd March. 
Please send your contributions to: editor@sthilda.org 
 

Date for your diary -  RED HOT STRINGS in concert Sat 27th April 
at St. Hilda's.  See posters in church for more details. 
Tickets £15 from http://ticketsource.co.uk/st-hildas-church-ashford, 
or on sale in church from 3rd March. 
 
  

http://ticketsource.co.uk/st-hildas-church-ashford
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Stewardship - Time and Talents 

Would you like to do more to support our family of St. Hilda? There are 
lots of opportunities requiring anything from a few minutes to many 
hours of your time.  Training is given if required. Some of them are: 

Altar Server:  some extra time before and after the service on duty 
days. 

Sunday refreshments: more extra time before and after the service on 
duty days. 

Wednesday refreshments: 10:30am - 1pm on duty days. 

Leading the intercessions: preparation time at your convenience every 
few weeks. 

Reading a lesson in church: a few minutes preparation time. A 
microphone can be brought to you if you cannot get to the lectern. 

Open and close the church on a week day: travel time plus a few 
minutes morning and early evening on duty days. 

Cleaning: need ability to use a vacuum cleaner for about an hour once 
a week or fortnight. 

Gardening: whenever you feel inclined! Tools can be provided. 

Technical Support: ad hoc; to support the live stream of the Sunday 
morning service and updating the church web site. 

Chorister: need ability to sing in tune. The ability to read music is 
helpful but not essential. Practice Friday evening 7 - 8ish, on duty 
Sunday mornings  and festival services - except during August. 

Treasurer: need to be  numerate and computer-literate. Several hours a 
month mostly at times of your choosing.  Needed as soon as possible, 
but by APCM (28th April) at the latest. 

Church Warden: need to be a responsible, organised leader. Several 
hours a week.  Needed as soon as possible, but by APCM (28th April) at 
the latest - Paula needs help! 

Ask any member of the PCC for more details, or about other ways of 
helping. 

And if you can do none of these, prayer is always needed. 
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Stewardship Month and Parish Giving 

Stewardship Officer Janet Edmond,, of the Diocese of Leeds highlights 
some of the benefits seen by parishes in the Diocese, as a result of 
implementing the Parish Giving Scheme:  

The main benefits for parishes have been: 
● improved cash flow, as Gift Aid is claimed monthly, rather than 
quarterly or annually 
● reduced administration, as Direct Debits and Gift Aid are processed 
centrally 
● over 60% of donors have opted in to increase their giving in line with 
inflation each year, which helps to address the issue of so-called static 
giving 
● donors can choose to remain anonymous to the church, but still Gift 
Aid their donations through the PGS. This can result in additional 
income for the church. One church in the Diocese has already 
benefitted greatly from this, due to a very generous regular gift 
received from an anonymous donor. 

There is anecdotal evidence to suggest that having PGS in place could 
help solve the problem of treasurer succession planning; for example, 
where the current treasurer might be stepping down, due to age or 
circumstance, but no one is willing to take their place due to the 
amount of admin involved. 

And a Churchwarden of a parish in the Diocese of Leeds says: 

“What’s not to like about the Parish Giving Scheme? We get inflation-
linked donations; we receive regular gifts from donors, whether or not 
they have been able to attend the service; we get Gift Aid reimbursed 
straight away without any extra paperwork and there are fewer bank 
statement entries for me to reconcile.” 
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The URL for the Parish Giving website is: 
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-
parish/ashford-st-hilda-ashford/ 

 

The QR code will take you to our Parish Giving page enabling you 
to fill out the application immediately. 

 

There will be someone at the back of church after each service in 
February to deal with any questions or concerns about the Parish 
Giving Scheme. As always, Paula or any member of PCC would be 
delighted to hear from anyone interested in being more active in 
the community and the opportunities there are through St 
Hilda’s. 
 
 
 

The Parish Office  is available by phone or email. 
Any appointments in person must be booked. 

Our parish administrator is Laura Goodman.  Her office hours are: 
 Monday:  3.30-5pm 
 Wednesday:  3.30-6.30pm 
 Thursday 6.30-9.30pm 
 Saturday: 9.45-11.15am 
 

The deadline for items for the Service Sheet is noon on Thursday. 
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Contact Information 

Vicar 

Vacant 

Licenced Lay Minister 
Rosalyn Young    rosalyn@sthilda.org 

 

Churchwarden 
Paula Gething 

 

PCC Secretary PCC Treasurer 
Liz Brian Vicky Palmer 
Email:    secretary@sthilda.org  treasurer@sthilda.org 

 

 

Church Hall Bookings 
Chris Davenport  01784 252170 

 

 

The Parish Office: 

St Hilda's Church, Stanwell Road, Ashford, Middlesex 
TW15 3QL 

Telephone: 01784 253525    Email: office@sthilda.org 

 

Website:   www.sthilda.org 

 

Charity Number: 1134119        CCLI: 708985 
 

Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/ 

Follow us on X https://twitter.com/StHildaAshford 

mailto:rosalyn@sthilda.org
http://www.sthilda.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/
https://twitter.com/StHildaAshford

