
ST HILDA’S ASHFORD 
 

 
 

The Ascension 
 

THIS SERVICE IS BEING LIVE STREAMED VIA THE ST HILDA’S FACEBOOK PAGE 
https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/ 

 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/


 

 
 
 

  



 

 
 
 

The Gathering 
 

Introit Hymn 
 

Christ is the King! O friends rejoice! 
Brothers and sisters, with one voice 
Make all men know he is your choice: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

The first Apostles round them drew 
Thousands of faithful men and true, 
Sharing a faith for ever new: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Then magnify the Lord, and raise 
Anthems of joy and holy praise 
For Christ's brave saints of ancient days: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

O Christian women, Christian men, 
All the world over, seek again 
The Way disciples followed then: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Christ through all ages is the same: 
Place the same hope in His great name, 
With the same faith His word proclaim: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Let Love's unconquerable might 
God's people everywhere unite 
In service to the Lord of light. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!                                        [George Bell] 



 

 
 
 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen. 

The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All  He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

All  Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

Seeing we have a great high priest 
who has passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, 
let us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, 
and make our confession to our heavenly Father. 

All  Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  



 

 
 
 

and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry  
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen.  
 

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

All  Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 



 

 
 
 

you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 

Risen Christ, 
you have raised our human nature to the throne of heaven: 
help us to seek and serve you, 
that we may join you at the Father’s side, 
where you reign with the Spirit in glory, 
now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading – Acts 1: 1 - 11 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did 
and taught from the beginning until the day when he was 
taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering 
he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 



 

 
 
 

kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them 
not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of 
the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from 
me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this 
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He 
replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They 
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading – Ephesians 1: 15 - end 
 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to 
give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray 
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to 
know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, 
you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 



 

 
 
 

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power 
for us who believe, according to the working of his great 
power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power 
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only 
in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all 
things under his feet and has made him the head over all 
things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills all in all. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading - Luke 24: 44 - end 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord. 
Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 

All  Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in 
the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 



 

 
 
 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am 
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in 
the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his 
hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he 
withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they 
worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and 
they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Sermon 
 

The Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and 
was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to  



 

 
 
 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
 

              Intercessions 
 

… at the end 

Merciful Father, 
     All  accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father.’ 
Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All  and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 
 



 

 
 
 

Offertory Hymn 
 

Hail the day that sees him rise,   Alleluia! 
Glorious to his native skies;   Alleluia! 
Christ, awhile to mortals given,   Alleluia! 
Enters now his highest heaven!   Alleluia! 
 

There the glorious triumph waits:   Alleluia! 
Lift your heads, eternal gates!   Alleluia! 
Christ hath vanquished death and sin;   Alleluia! 
Take the King of glory in.   Alleluia! 
 

See! the heaven its Lord receives,   Alleluia! 
Yet he loves the earth he leaves:   Alleluia! 
Though returning to his throne,   Alleluia! 
Still he calls mankind his own.   Alleluia! 
 

Lord, though parted from our sight,   Alleluia! 
Far above yon azure height,   Alleluia! 
Grant our hearts may thither rise,   Alleluia! 
Seeking thee beyond the skies.   Alleluia! 
 

There we shall with thee remain,   Alleluia! 
Partners of thine endless reign;   Alleluia! 
There thy face unclouded see,   Alleluia! 
Find our heaven of heavens in thee,   Alleluia! 

                                                                             [Charles Wesley and Thomas Cotterill]                

 

Let us pray: 
 

Blessed be God, 
by whose grace creation is renewed, 



 

 
 
 

by whose love heaven is opened, 
by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and good, 
our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ the King of glory. 
Born of a woman, 
he came to the rescue of our human race. 
Dying for us, 
he trampled death and conquered sin. 
By the glory of his resurrection 
he opened the way to life eternal 
and by his ascension, 
gave us the sure hope 
that where he is we may also be. 
Therefore the universe resounds with Easter joy and with 
choirs of angels we sing for ever to your praise: 
 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 



 

 
 
 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit , 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 

All  Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 



 

 
 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Hilda, 
and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 



 

 
 
 

the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

All  Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 

Agnus Dei 
 

All  Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 

Giving of Communion 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The people and president receive communion. 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Communion Hymn 
 

Christ triumphant, ever reigning, 
 Saviour, Master, King, 
Lord of heav'n, our lives sustaining, 
 hear us as we sing: 
Yours the glory and the crown, 
the high renown, the eternal name. 
 

Word incarnate, truth revealing, 
 Son of Man on earth! 
Pow'r and majesty concealing 
 by your humble birth: 
Yours the glory and the crown, 
the high renown, the eternal name. 
 

Suff'ring servant, scorned, ill-treated, 
 victim crucified! 
Death is through the cross defeated, 
 sinners justified: 
Yours the glory and the crown, 
the high renown, the eternal name. 
 

Priestly King, enthroned for ever 
 high in heav'n above! 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
 stifle hymns of love: 
Yours the glory and the crown, 
the high renown, the eternal name. 
 

So, our hearts and voices raising 
 through the ages long, 
Ceaselessly upon you gazing, 



 

 
 
 

 this shall be our song: 
Yours the glory and the crown, 
the high renown, the eternal name. 

[© Words: 1964 Michael Saward - The Jubilate Group  
(Admin. by Jubilate Hymns Ltd, sub to Hope Publishing for various regions) 

 Music: 1982 John Barnard - The Jubilate Group 
 (Admin. by Jubilate Hymns Ltd, sub to Hope Publishing for various regions)] 

 
 

Anthem: Lift your heads, ye gates eternal 
 

Prayer after Communion 

God our Father, 
you have raised our humanity in Christ 
and have fed us with the bread of heaven: 
mercifully grant that, nourished with such spiritual blessings, 
we may set our hearts in the heavenly places; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 

All  Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen 

 

The Dismissal 
 

 Blessing 



 

 
 
 

Christ our ascended King pour upon you the abundance of his 
gifts and bring you to reign with him in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen. 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
All  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

 The minister departs. 

 

Recessional Hymn 
 

At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, 
Every tongue confess him King of glory now; 
'Tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord, 
Who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 
 

At his voice creation sprang at once to sight, 
All the angel faces, all the hosts of light, 
Thrones and dominations, stars upon their way, 
All the heavenly orders, in their great array. 
 

Humbled for a season, to receive a name 
From the lips of sinners unto whom he came, 
Faithfully he bore it, spotless to the last, 
Brought it back victorious when from death he passed. 
 

Bore it up triumphant with its human light, 
Through all ranks of creatures, to the central height, 
To the throne of Godhead, to the Father's breast; 
Filled it with the glory of that perfect rest. 



 

 
 
 

In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue 
All that is not holy, all that is not true; 
He is God the Saviour, he is Christ the Lord, 
Ever to be worshipped, trusted and adored. 
 

Brothers, this Lord Jesus shall return again, 
With the Father's glory, with his angel train; 
For all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow, 
And our hearts confess him King of glory now. 

                                                                                                                      [Caroline Noel] 
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