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With Lent well on the way, for those of you who have decided to 

give up something, or indeed to take up something new, or to 

improve on something, I wonder how it is going? This is not to 

ascertain how well, or not, you are doing, but simply to take 

stock of your journey so far, since Ash Wednesday. It is not a 

reminder that we are worthless, miserable sinners. It is a 

reminder that we are fearfully and wonderfully made. It is a 

reminder that we are loved completely by the one who created us. Cradled in His 

love from the beginning of our existence until the end of time, we are invited to turn 

away from all that stops us accepting that love. Entering into the drama of Ash 

Wednesday, stripping back the extraneous bits we gather and by which we define 

ourselves, allows us to fully immerse ourselves in the period of reflection and 

growth offered by Lent. Believe the Gospel. Believe that you are worthy of love 

because you are made in the image of God, who is love itself.  

Holy Week will be soon upon us, and the Resurrection will meet us wherever we 

are. It confronts us with the reality that we will never measure up to the level of 

love displayed by God, through the death and resurrection of Jesus. It is often said 

that in a relationship love is not equal, as one always loves the other more. In our 

relationship with God, his love for us is not equal, as we would not be able to 

reciprocate it. His love is beyond measure, and Easter is an expression of the 

ultimate gesture of love towards humankind. Also, we cannot fully comprehend it.  

As the English theologian H. A. Williams says in his book True Resurrection: 

ñThe source of our confidence cannot be defined. For our confidence is precisely 

faith in resurrection. And resurrection ceases to be resurrection and becomes no 

more than another example of human banality, a futile extravaganza, once it is 

pinned down in a definition. We can experience resurrection at first hand, but we 

have no concepts, no words, no linguistic forms, in which we can set it out with 

anything approaching adequacyé We can approach what is meant only by reading 

between the lines. For resurrection is God creating, and that passes infinitely 

beyond the range of our conceptual linguistic machinery. If we think we have 

successfully nailed resurrection to the wall, then we are worshipping an idol, and 

when it is shown up for what it is, we shall feel the need to rush to its defenceé and 

when it is shown and if the reality is ultimately indescribable, that is not only 

because it infinitely transcends us, but also because it encompasses us, informing 

everything we are as the water informs and fills the sea.ò  

My prayer is that at Easter you encounter God, and that the Resurrection 

transforms and renews your life afresh. Out of the ultimate act of love, we are 

redeemed and saved. Have a truly blessed Easter.  

Fr. Joseph Fernandes 
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St Hilda's Choir still needs more members.  If you are interested in 

joining, please see Peter Pritchard or Paula Gething.   

Go on - give it a try! 

FUNDRAISING 

We all have needs and wants but we all have to live within our budgets. But 

what happens when something goes wrong? We scrimp and save. The Church 

faces the same problems as everyone else. Last year one of our boilers gave up 

the ghost - you may have noticed!  

We had two alternatives - to repair an aging boiler or replace it. The PCC 

opted to replace and the work has been carried out. We have paid a deposit, 

applied for a grant which we may or may not get but now we have a hefty bill. 

We therefore need to increase our fundraising. We also have a wish list of 

things we would like to do in the future - again more expense!  

In order to try to increase our income a new fundraising Committee has been 

formed - both volunteers and ideas are very welcome.  

To start our fundraising we would like to have a Lent collection. Should you 

wish to take part we will give you a tube of Smarties - you can consume the 

contents - small people do this really well! In return we ask you to fill the 

empty tube with your loose change and return it to church on Easter Sunday.  

Thank you in advance  

Christine Taylor  

CALLING ALL GARDENERS!  

We would like to have a plant stall at the Summer Fair on June 22nd. Could 

all you green fingered gardeners plant a few extra seeds, take some cuttings, 

split the odd root and bring them on to donate to the plant stall in June? If 

anyone has some unwanted spare flower pots, give them a wash and bring them 

to Church so we can use them for our cuttings.  

Thank you Fundraising Committee  
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In St. Hilda's on Thursdays at 2.30pm 

   see Rosalyn Young for more details 

 

4th April  Travels with Paul  

2nd May   The Birds and the Beasts  

6th June   The Bibleôs Song Book  

4th July   Jewish Festivals  

LENT STUDY COURSE: FROM NOW ON 

This Lent course takes the film The Greatest Showman as a starting point 
and explores the ways in which themes of faith, hope and redemption run 
through all our lives. 

Where:  St. Hilda's Church 

When:  Wednesday evenings 3rd & 10th April  

at 7.15 for 7.30 

with refreshments! 

As an alternative, Laleham Methodist church invite you to join their Lent 

Study which is also on Wednesday evenings 3rd & 10th April, at Laleham 

Methodist Church at 7.30  for 8pm.  It will be based on the Archbishop of 

Canterbury's Lent book 2018:  

Say it to God: In Search of Prayer by Luigi Gioia 

CARD PAYMENTS 

Remember that the church can now accept payments by credit or debit card 

for bookings, Stewardship, Memorial Book entries etc.  Please see Darran for 

more information. 
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MONDAY:  

Every Monday 7.30 pm  Prayer Meeting in St. Hilda's Lady Chapel (not 15th).  

15th 8pm Compline in church 

TUESDAY 

Every Tuesday 9.45am Eucharist; 2nd April is MU Corporate Communion 

 7pm Junior Choir in church 

2nd, 30th 8pm Community Sing in church  

9th 12.45 Mothers' Union Lunch in Small Hall: talk by Fr. Joseph 

16th 8pm Compline in church 

WEDNESDAY 

3rd, 10th 7.30pm Lent Study Group in church  

17th 8pm Compline in Church 

24th 8pm Bible Study Group planning session at 6 Seaton Drive 

THURSDAY 

4th 2.30pm Feed My Sheep in church: Travels with Paul  

18th 8pm Maundy Thursday service 

SATURDAY 

Every Saturday 9.30am-noon Church Open, refreshments available;  

  Knitting Project for the Upper Room 

20th 10pm Easter Vigil 

WHAT'S ON in APRIL 2019  

SUNDAY 

FRIDAY 

Every Friday  7pm Choir Practice in church 

19th 12 noon Good Friday Service and children's activities 

7th 
8am Said Eucharist (BCP) Lent 5: Passiontide 

9.30am Parish Eucharist   

14th 8am Said Eucharist Palm Sunday 

21st 9.30am Eucharist and Junior Church EASTER DAY 

28th   Easter 2 

28th 11am Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
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Your local independent 
oven cleaning, 

spares and repair service 

All makes of ovens, hobs, extractors, 

microwaves and BBQs lovingly restored 

to their former glory by reliable, friendly 

and fully trained experts 

www.ovenman.co.uk 

Call 020 8185 7069 

http://www.ovenman.co.uk/
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Gentle Pilates Classes 
 

Every Friday Morning 9.00 

St Hilda's Small Hall. 
 

The class is followed by a FREE WEEKLY WALK  at 10:15  

(non Pilates members welcome) 
 

For more information visit www.primapilates.co.uk 

Please call first as spaces are limited! 07506001406 Richard  

Call today to have your oven, hob, extractor or Aga professionally cleaned  

Mark Gilson contact details 
Tel 01932 787232, Mob tel. 07961 247550 

www.ovenwizards.com  

 

http://www.primapilates.co.uk/
http://www.primapilates.co.uk/
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If you would like to help with the mission 

of St. Hilda's by contributing to the cost of 

producing Crossroads, there is a box in the 

back wall of the church for donations, or 

use a Giftaid envelope and write 

"Crossroads" on it - or give it to your 

Crossroads distributor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
proudly present their 

May 2019 production, 

a comedy written by 

Neale Winter 
  

Mother Of 

All Parties 
  

at St Hildaõs Hall 
  

Friday 17th May 
at 7.45pm, and 

  

Saturday 18th May 
at 2.30pm and 7.00pm 

  

Tickets: 
  

£10 

(concessions £8) 
  

Box Office 
07894 490640 

THE COLD CALLER 

I sit me down for evening food 

After a day at work 

The phone then rings, I think, ñHow 

rude! 

ñIôve barely raised my fork!ò 

ñIôm sorry to disturb you, sir,ò 

(Now thatôs a fearful lie!) 

ñBut I would like now to confer 

ñAbout your PPI.ò 

I try to be a Christian, real. 

And, though it isnôt fair 

To interrupt my evening meal, 

I really mustnôt swear. 

So, if the chappie wants to chat 

Well, that is fine by me: 

ñI have good news for you in fact ï 

ñChrist died to set you free!ò 

Usually I hear a click 

And then thereôs no-one there 

But then I follow up this trick 

By offering a prayer: 

ñDear Lord, I thank you very much ï 

ñI can resume my food 

ñBut in your mercy, would you touch 

ñHis heart, and do him good?ò 

By Nigel Beeton 
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MOTHERSô UNION UPDATES 
 
 

On Tuesday 26th February seven of St Hildaôs MU Branch went to a choral 

evensong at Southwark Cathedral. The occasion was for the Commissioning of the 

Mothersô Union Worldwide President, Sheran Harper, and the Board of Trustees. 

The service was conducted by the Most Reverend and Right Honorable Justin 

Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury. 

It was very well attended and at first we were uncertain if we would be able to see 

much of the activity, but we were very fortunate to be directed to seats at the front 

of the side aisle, which turned out to have a very good view. 

The Nostalgia Steel Band played music prior to the start which included Amazing 

Grace and Sing Hosanna to The Lord. These three band members were dressed in 

vibrant red and it was a marvelous sound with them concluding the service with 

When the Saints Go Marching In. 

The starting procession saw the Cathedral choir moving through the central aisle, 

which included sixteen members aged between eight and thirteen with us all singing 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty.ò 

Key items from the sermon delivered by Justin were: 

ñThere is only one Mothersô Union. It is unique, the world's largest and oldest 

unit, a powerful force of hope but the only criticism is that it is the Anglican 

communityôs best kept secret! Make the Mothersô Union known.  

So, what more can we do? Share what we have and get the MU known as we take 

with us the treasures of the Bible. It is a wonderful group that brings good news, 

putting things into action and into words.ò 

He referred to the work in Tanzania and other places, all carried out by the MU in 

local church groups. ñOur task today is so much greater than in Mary Sumnerôs 

timeò     

Here at St Hildaôs we have in 2018 funded a visit from a mobile farm at the 

Clarendon Childrenôs unit; supported their planting fund; sent 15 boxes in 

November to ñOperation Christmas Childò that were distributed to Romania and 

organised the Christingle that raised money for the Childrenôs Society. All children 

who have been baptized in our Church receive a birthday card until their fifth 

birthday so that they remain connected to us.  

I have pinned the service booklet onto the MU notices board and for more 

information please seek out our members or visit the website: 

www.mothersunion.org 

Elizabeth Bate 

http://www.mothersunion.org
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17th April: MAUNDY THURSDAY ï time to wash feet 

Maundy Thursday is famous for two things.  The first is one of the final acts that 

Jesus did before his death: the washing of his own disciplesô feet  (see John 13). 

Jesus washed his disciplesô feet for a purpose:  ñA new command I give you: love 

one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.ò  His disciples 

were to love through service to, not domination of, one another.  

In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is ómandatum novum do vobisô. The 

word ómaundyô is thus a corruption of the Latin ómandatumô (or command).  The 

ceremony of the ówashing of the feetô of members of the congregation came to be 

an important part of the liturgy (regular worship) of the medieval church, 

symbolising the humility of the clergy, in obedience to the example of Christ. 

But Thursday was also important because it was on that night that Jesus first 

introduced the Lordôs Supper, or what we nowadays call Holy Communion.    

Jesus and his close friends had met in a secret upper room to share the Passover 

meal together - for the last time.   And there Jesus transformed the Passover into the 

Lordôs Supper, saying, óthis is my bodyô and óthis is my bloodô as he, the Lamb of 

God, prepared to die for the sins of the whole world.    Johnôs gospel makes it clear 

that the Last Supper took place the evening BEFORE the regular Passover meal, 

and that later Jesus died at the same time that the Passover lambs were killed.   

9th April: LADY DAY - THE ANNUNCIATION  

This beautiful event (Luke 1:26-38) took place in Nazareth, when Mary is already 

betrothed to Joseph. The Archangel Gabriel comes to Mary, greets her as highly 

favoured, tells her not to be afraid, that she will bear a son Jesus, and that her 

elderly cousin Elizabeth is already pregnant (with John the Baptist). 

The church calendar is never quite as neat as some would like it.  To celebrate the 

Annunciation on 25th March does indeed place the conception of Jesus exactly nine 

months from his birth on 25th December, but the latter part of March almost 

inevitably falls during Lent.  But the birth and death of Jesus are intrinsically linked 

- He was born to die, and thus fulfil Godôs purposes.   

The Annunciation is a significant date in the Christian calendar - it is one of the 

most frequent depicted in Christian art.  Gabrielôs gracious strength and Maryôs 

humble dignity have inspired many artists.  Certainly Maryôs response to the angel 

has for centuries been an example of good faith in practice - humility, enquiry of 

God, and trusting acceptance in his will for her life.  
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The Findings  
of Phoebe  

 

 

 

The other day I saw a fox asleep in the garden.  The fox was curled up on the lawn 

basking in the midday sun of a very warm February Saturday and it reminded me of 

a story: 
 Now when Jesus saw great crowds around him, he gave orders to go over to the 

other side. A scribe then approached and said, ñTeacher, I will follow you wherever 

you go.ò   And Jesus said to him, ñFoxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; 

but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.ò  

You can find this story in your Bible in Matthew chapter 8 from verse 18.  Iôve 

used the New Revised Standard Version. 

This set me thinking about what the story might mean. 

The man who came to Jesus was a scholar, an educated man, seeking to learn from 

a Rabbi whom he admired and considered a worthy teacher.    If we look at the 

profession/working life of the other disciples we see a great range of people: 

Nicodemus a Pharisee and a member of The Sanhedrin, fishermen like Andrew and 

Simon Peter, tax collector like Matthew, women, and so on. 

Those who followed in the way of Christ, Christians, were, and are, a very mixed 

bunch of people from all walks of life, all recognising that Jesus is the Son of God 

and the Messiah.  There is a point and a purpose in following in his way. 

Jesusô response to someone who wanted to follow him seems odd.  But if you 

think about it, Jesus was describing himself as an itinerant preacher, someone who 

travelled from place to place.   He was not the sort of Teacher/ Rabbi who sat in one 

particular synagogue delivering his teachings.  Just as Jesus welcomed people from 

all backgrounds he would travel and meet them where they were: a life of mission 

and outreach. 

He was stressing that it was not a comfortable life.  It would have its difficulties as 

well as its good moments. 

We are to be reminded that Jesus is not contained by the walls of buildings.  Yes 

he taught in synagogues and in the Temple buildings but he took the message 

beyond walls.  It could be difficult and it could be successful and it could be 

enjoyable. 

Think about it.  
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MISCELLANY  

(from Parish Pump) 

WHERE DID THE EASTER BUNNY AND EASTER EGGS COME FROM? 

The Easter bunny is a gentle figure of folklore, which seems to have first come 

from the German Lutherans.  They depicted him as a rabbit who brought coloured 

Easter eggs to children.  The idea of an egg-giving hare went over to the US in the 

18th century, when Protestant German immigrants in the Pennsylvania Dutch area 

told their children about the óOsterhaseô.  Hase means hare, and according to the 

legend, only good children found the hareôs gifts of coloured eggs, placed in the 

nests that they had made in their caps and bonnets before Easter. 

The Easter bunny became a prominent symbol of Easter.  Rabbits, prolific 

procreators, are an ancient symbol of new life. Easter eggs are said to represent 

Jesusô emergence from the tomb and resurrection.  

Decorating Easter eggs dates back to at least the 13 th century. One possible 

reason for the custom was that in those days eggs were forbidden during the 

Lenten season.  So people would paint and decorate them to mark the end of 

the period of penance and fasting, and then eat them on Easter as a 

celebration. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MANCHESTER CITY! 

Manchester City Football Club, top of the pile in the Premier League last 
season and now in the running for more honours, was founded 125 years ago, 
on 16th April 1894 ɀ as a reorganised church team.  

The original church team was established in 1880, initially by two 
ÃÈÕÒÃÈ×ÁÒÄÅÎÓ ÁÔ 3Ô -ÁÒËȭÓ ɉ7ÅÓÔ 'ÏÒÔÏÎɊȟ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔ ÔÏ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÔÈÅ 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÂÙ ÃÕÒÂÉÎÇ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÇÁÎÇ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÃÅȟ ȬÌÏÕÔÉÓÈ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÕÒȭ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÃÏÈÏÌÉÓÍ 
at a time of high unemployment in East Manchester.  

Gorton AFC, as it became, won only one game in its first season, but from 
1887, after a new piece of ground on Hyde Road was found for a pitch, it 
became Ardwick AFC, and in 1894 Manchester City. During the early years its 
main competitor was nearby Newton Heath, which became Manchester United.  

5ÎÉÔÅÄȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÎÄȟ /ÌÄ 4ÒÁÆÆÏÒÄȟ ÉÓ ÎÏ× ×ÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ ÃÅÎÔÒÅȢ "ÕÔ ÂÏÔÈ 'ÏÒÔÏÎ 
ÁÎÄ !ÒÄ×ÉÃË ÁÒÅ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ Á ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÍÉÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ÔÉÈÁÄȟ -ÁÎÃÈÅÓÔÅÒ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 
stadium, and so their link is still close.  

Ardwick was elected to the new Second Division when two-tier football came 
to England in 1892; because the Premier League started in 1992, Ardwick/
MCFC were in the Football League for exactly 100 years.  
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In a small town a businessman put in planning permission to build a 
nightclub complete with dancing girls.  The local church started a vigorous 
campaign to block it from opening.  The church launched a petition and held 
prayers in public.  Work progressed, however, right up until the week before 
opening.  Then one night a bolt of lightning strike hit the nightclub and it 
burned to the ground. 

The church members were rather smug after that, until the nightclub owner 
sued them all -on the grounds that they were responsible for the fire. Loudly 
protesting their total non-involvement and innocence, the church members 
were all taken to court.   

As the case began, the judge looked over the paperwork and observed: ôI 
don't know how I'm going to decide this.  It appears that we have a nightclub 
owner who believes in the power of prayer, and an entire church congregation 
that doesn't!õ  

CATS & TEENAGERS 

¶ Neither teenagers nor cats 

turn their heads when you 

call them by name.Ο 

¶ No matter how much you do for them, it is never enough.   

¶ Cats rarely deign to walk with you when outside, and the same is true of 

teenagers. 

¶ No cat or teenager shares your taste in music.Ο 

¶ Cats and teenagers can suddenly get 'hissy', without any known cause. 

¶ Cats and teenagers can lie on the living-room sofa for hours on end without 

moving, barely breathing.Ο 

¶ Cats have nine lives. Teenagers live as if they did.Ο 

¶ Cats and teenagers yawn in exactly the same manner, communicating that 

ultimate human ecstasy - utter boredom.Ο 

¶ Cats and teenagers do not improve anyone's furniture.Ο 

¶ Cats and teenagers are known to creep home at all hours of the night.  Neither 

will tell you where they've been. 

So, if you must raise teenagers, it is a good idea to follow instructions as for cats. 

Remember, above all else, to put out the food at regular intervals and do not make 

any sudden moves in their direction. When they make up their minds, they will 

finally come to you for some affection and comfort, and it will be a triumphant 

moment for all concerned.  
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25 Station Road : Ashford 
01784 420222 

 
Successful in Letting Property 

within the Ashford 
Town and District 

 
 

 

 

 

Mention this advertisement 

and when your property is 

successfully let, Lockwoodôs 

will give a £100 donation to 

St Hildaôs. 
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OLD AS TAXES 

As a new tax year gets underway, did you know that the men who collect our 

taxes are working in one of the oldest professions known?  Archaeological evidence 

dating from 1900 BC includes a clay tablet recording a tax for public works and a 

papyrus scroll which reveals that even 4,000 years ago, tax-payers had some 

complaints.  No surprise there!   

from Optimist magazine. 

27th April: TERTULLIAN -  the fierce firebrand of the Early Church 

Tertullian was born in Carthage, North Africa, about 155 AD. He had pagan 

parents and his father may have been a centurion. Carthage was a prestigious 

Roman colony and Tertullian was given a good education in Greek, Latin, literature, 

history and philosophy. On arrival in Rome, Tertullian probably worked as a 

lawyer.  

In Rome, he also enjoyed visits to the arena, to see gladiators kill each other and 

Christians devoured by lions. However, Tertullian grew impressed with the 

Christians; by their courage, and willingness to die for their belief in one God.  He 

was also moved by their compassion for the poor, the orphans and widows, and how 

they prayed for their persecutors. In AD 185, he converted, and married a Christian 

woman. 

On Tertullianôs return to Carthage he became a vociferous, if not always orthodox, 

defender of Christianity. He wrote in Latin, instead of Greek, and used legal terms 

to persuade the Roman establishment to cease its relentless persecution of 

Christians. He argued they had a right to a fair trial, instead of just being 

condemned to death. 

Tertullian advocated that Christianity should stand uncompromisingly against the 

surrounding culture.  He addressed a whole range of issues, from appropriate dress 

and marriage, to idolatry, repentance and baptism. He also wrote essays on prayer 

and devotion. Tertullian used the Scriptures to refute heresies, especially 

Gnosticism, which was a major threat to the Church at the time. 

His prolific works are full of memorable phrases, puns and wit. While he could be 

gentle, sensitive, self-critical and reflective, he could also be aggressive and 

sarcastic. He devised the term New Testament, and introduced the words penitence 

and sacrament.  His most famous statement was: "The blood of martyrs is the seed 

of the Church".  

Late in life, Tertullian sadly decided that Jesus and the Holy Spirit were not 

wholly equal with the Father.  This was Montanism, one of the early Christian 

heresies.  Although he coined the word Trinity, a word that does not appear 

anywhere in the Bible, sadly he did not mean a triune God, but a group of three.  

This was heresy, and so the Early Church was not able to recognise him as a saint. 
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BEYOND THE PARISH  

from Parish Pump 

NEW CODE OF PRACTICE ON ECUMENICAL COOPERATION APPROVED  

The General Synod has given overwhelming backing to new guidance which will 

help Church of England congregations to share mission and ministry more easily 

with a range of churches in their areas. 

 Members voted in February in favour of a code of practice giving guidance to 

bishops, clergy, lay workers and Church of England Readers on how to work more 

flexibly with other Christian denominations in their communities. 

 The vote came after an overhaul of rules underpinning ecumenical relations was 

given final approval by the General Synod last year, opening the way for parishes to 

take part in joint worship and share buildings with more churches than previously 

possible. 

 The new rules include churches without a large national presence which will 

particularly affect newer independent evangelical, Pentecostal and Charismatic 

groups, including many black-led churches. 

The Bishop of Chichester, Martin Warner, addressing the General Synod, said: 

ñWe hope and pray that this will be a sign of encouragement and enthusiasm, which 

will lead to the renewal and deepening of our life together and our witness to Jesus 

Christ.ò  

CHURCH OF ENGLAND COMMITS TO NEXT GENERATION EVANGELISM 

The Church of England's General Synod has overwhelmingly called for action 

with regard to the future of youth evangelism in England, describing the current 

situation in churches as 'shocking'. 

Canon Mark Russell, Chief Executive of the Church Army, revealed that 36% of 

Anglican congregations have no one under the age of 16. Meanwhile only 6% of 

Church of England churches have more than 25 under 16-year-olds, and most of 

these are younger children.  

The challenges are particularly acute for teenagers, with many churches having 

none. 

Yet research suggests 13% of teenagers identify as Christian and many respond 

positively to the Anglican faith.  

 The Revd Leah Vasey-Saunders said her journey to be a vicar was a direct result 

of joining a local church choir at the age of 18. ñWe need to take young people 

seriously. The time to act is now.ò 

The Church of England is making progress, with the appointment of its first Youth 

Evangelism Officer, Jimmy Dale and its first bishop for evangelism to young 

people, Bishop Paul Williams.  
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GENERAL SYNOD BACKS PLANS TO MOBILISE ONE MILLION WORSHIPPERS 

Plans to encourage the Church of Englandôs one million regular worshippers to be 

more confident in spreading the Christian message in their everyday lives were 

given the backing of the General Synod in February. 

 Members of the General Synod welcomed the Church of Englandôs campaign 

Motivating the Million, which is aimed at helping congregations in speaking about 

and living out their faith in homes, communities and workplaces. 

 The plans include work to create more lay leaders in the Church of England and a 

project to help build the confidence of worshippers to invite their friends to church 

events. 

 The General Synod also backed a call for all the Church of Englandôs 12,500 

parishes to become involved in the global prayer movement óThy Kingdom Comeô 

for more people to come to know Jesus Christ. 

 The Revd Barry Hill, from the Diocese of Leicester, moving a motion at the 

General Synod commending the work of the Church of Englandôs Evangelism and 

Discipleship department, said evangelism could not be left to clergy alone. 

 ñEvangelism doesnôt belong to any one part of the Church, it needs all of our 

church to reach all of our nation,ò he said.  ñMost people know a Christian ï most 

people donôt know a bishop or even a vicar.ò 

The Bishop of Leicester, Martyn Snow, described evangelists as a ógiftô to the 

Church, and said we needed more of them.  ñTodayôs evangelists will not be lone 

rangers ï todayôs evangelists will not be loud extroverts who frighten everyone with 

their enthusiasm. 

 ñThe evangelists of today need to be team members who mentor and coach others 

in everyday faith conversations, helping people to overcome their anxiety and 

helping them to think through the tough questions that anyone who publicly owns 

the name of Christian will get asked.ò  

WHY WE ARE TURNING TO SOAP BARS 

Itôs official: we are buying more soap bars these days.  And that is a good thing.   

It is all a part of the major consumer backlash against unnecessary plastic waste. 

More and more of us want eco-friendly versions of our everyday needs.  Thus, we 

have óbags for lifeô, loose fruit and veg, and now ï bars of soap.  

Liquid soap took off in the 1990s and was marketed as more hygienic than barred 

soap.  But since then, numerous scientific studies have found this to be myth. And 

in the meantime, hundreds of millions of plastic bottles full of soap have been used 

once ï and thrown into the environment.   

Whereas with a bar of soap, once it is gone, it is really gone. 

The data on soap sales was researched by Kantar Worldpanel.  
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WANTED: used British and 

foreign  stamps for Princess 

Alice Hospice, trimmed ıǌ all 

round. Place in box at back of 

church or give them to 

Pauline Milton 

 

 

 

at St Hildaõs Church Hall,  

Stanwell Road, Ashford  

OFSTED Registered Pre -school 

for Children aged 2½ ð5 years  

For more information and a 

prospectus please call Alison on 

01784 243570  

Term Time Only:  

MonñThu (9am -  3pm) &  

Fridays (9am -  1pm) 

Our Mission Prayer: 

Bless our Community. 
Make  its  people; 
Strong  in  Faith, 

Steadfast in Hope, 
And Generous in Love. 

Amen. 

Need help with your computer or phone? 

Filling out forms online. 

Help with your mobile phone. 

A new email address. 

Backing up your photos. 

Setting up your home printer. 

Speak to family and friends abroad. 

And much more! 

Leave a message and we can discuss what 
help we can offer. 

Phone Kate: 01784 559582 

contact@thelocalcomputer.co.uk | www.thelocalcomputer.co.uk 

St Hildaôs Church Hall 
Stanwell Road, Ashford, 

Middlesex, TW15 3QL 

Halls for hire  
 

Planning a celebration, party or 

meeting? 

Need a venue for a function? 
 

The Main and Small Halls at  

St Hildaôs are available for Hire. 

Rates start from  

under £10  per hour. 

 

For details and availability, contact 

the Hall Booking Secretary: 

Chris Davenport 01784 252170 



23 

 

HOLMES & DAUGHTERS  

FUNERAL DIRECTORS  
 

A family business, offering to the bereaved 

A complete courteous and personal service 
 

Funerals arranged in any area, Highest Standards 

 

Superb Jaguar Fleet 

 

Private Chapels of Rest 

 

In your time of need phone Day or Night 

All calls will receive immediate personal attention 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Telephone: (01784) 421015 
3 Church Road, Ashford, Middlesex 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 
 

Also at 4 High Street, Feltham. 020 8893 1860 
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