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 The Parish of  St Hilda,  Ashford in the Diocese of London 

Charity Reg. No. 1134119 

Vicar: vacant  

Parish Office   St Hildaôs Parish Office, 
Stanwell Road 
Ashford,  Middlesex 
TW15 3QL 

Phone:  01784 245712 
e-mail:   sthildaoffice@btinternet.com 

Church Web site: 
Facebook: 
Streetlife: 
Twitter: 

  

www.sthilda.org 
StHildaAshford 
st-hildas 
@St_Hilda_Ashfrd 

Parish PA: Helen Stroudley Contact via Parish Office 

Lay Ministers: 
Carolyn Clark  
Rosalyn Young 

Contact via Parish Office 

Church Wardens: 
Gordon Clark 
Bobbie Bedford 

Contact via Parish Office 

Church Hall  
Booking Secretary: Chris Davenport  Phone: 01784 252170 

 
CROSSROADS     

Editor: Rosemary Greenwood e-mail:  crossroads_ashford@hotmail.com 

Circulation: Valerie Scott Phone: 254748 

Advertising:   Contact via Parish Office 

Sunday 08.00 Eucharist  

  09.30 Parish Eucharist   

  09.30 

10:45 

11:15 

Junior Church 

Coffee after service 

Sick Communions 

Chris Davenport  252170 

Tuesday 09.45 Eucharist   

Wednesday 20.00 Bible Study Group Rosemary Greenwood   

Friday 19.00 Choir Practice  

Normal Weekly Services and Events Leader / contact / notes 

mailto:office@sthilda.org
mailto:office@sthilda.org
mailto:office@sthilda.org
mailto:office@sthilda.org
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Advent is here at last, and the countdown can truly begin! Instead of 

moaning about Christmas goods being in the shops since August, now is the 

time to embrace the joy and prepare to celebrate Jesus' birth, whether we 

know small people who are going to be incredibly excited for days on end, or 

others who find the whole season much more difficult. 

This year, the Church of England is encouraging churches to use the phrase 

óGod With Usô to remind ourselves of the meaning behind our festivities. 

God is indeed with us every day, and it is because of Christmas that we can 

be assured of that. It is good and right to celebrate Jesusô birth. Jesus 

certainly enjoyed a good party ï just think of the wedding in Cana: much 

wine was consumed on that occasion. There is nothing wrong with Christmas 

trees, gifts, cards, parties and all things glittery! 

However, Christmas comes at the end of Advent: a period of reflection 

when we can thank God for the gift of his Son to us. If you find it hard to 

commit  to regular bible reading and prayer, this is the perfect opportunity to 

re-engage with God, spending time in prayer, reading Godôs word and 

listening to our Heavenly Father as He speaks to us. Then, once we are 

refuelled and refilled by him, we will be able to demonstrate Christôs love to 

those around us, especially those who are in need. This is probably even 

more important at Christmas. 

With the ever present worries about expectations for expensive gifts it is 

tempting to spend more than we can really afford on things that will sit 

abandoned in a corner once the New Year arrives. One idea that seems to be 

gaining popularity to counter the consumerism is a óreverse advent calendarô. 

What is that, I hear you ask? 

Advent calendars are a common way of counting down to Christmas, and 

often involve a daily gift of anything from chocolate upwards. Luxury advent 

calendars are now available that cost well over £100! Instead of that, how 

about collecting something each day during advent to give away? A box in 

the corner, decorated with wrapping paper can collect food or chemist items 

for donation to The Upper Room. Children could be encouraged to give 

away some of their many toys and books to charity. Many of us, I suspect, 

may not have toys but still have items we donôt use that others would love to 

have. 

It might just help us to put Christmas back into context. 

Carolyn Clark  

The Licensed Lay Minister writes :  
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NOTICES  

PRAYER MEETING 

Monday 4th December  and 

Monday 8th January at 8:00 pm at 148 Feltham Hill Road. 

Everyone is welcome; see Carolyn Clark for more details 

ST. HILDA'S MOTHERS' UNION 

Tuesday 5th December 9.45am Corporate Service with Eucharist 

Wednesday 14th December  8.00pm Carols and mince pies in main hall 

Tuesday 2nd January 9.45am Corporate Service with Eucharist 

Tuesday 9th January 12.45pm Lunch in small hall: Desert Island 

Discs 

The Editorial Team wish our advertisers,  contributors,  the collating 

and distribution teams, and all our readers a joyful Christmas and happy 

New Year, with best wishes for 2018.  Thank you all for your support 

this year. 

Rosemary Greenwood, Mike Davenport, Chris Holliday,  

Pauline Milton, Terry Rickson and Valerie Scott 

December:  no meeting 

24th January:  Naughty" women in the 

Old Testament  

Rosalyn Young 

ST. MATTHEW'S 18th CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

Saturday 2nd December - Sunday 10th December 

Christmas Fayre:  Saturday 9th December 11am-2pm 

see web site for more details: http://www.smam.org.uk/whatson.html 
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~LOCAL ELECTRICIAN~  
DO YOU WANT A QUICK RESPONSE 

AND A RELIABLE SERVICE? 

ETT will solve all of your Electrical 

problems in your home. 

New lighting and LED Lighting. 

Garden Lighting, Security lighting, 

ambient lighting. 

New sockets, relocated sockets, USB 

sockets. 

Rewires, new Distribution Boards / 

Fuse Boards 

Electrical Health Test and Test 

Certification. 
FOR YOUR 

 LOCAL QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN  
NICEIC Approved  

Tel - 01784849181 

CALL RICHARD ï 07875958912 

 www.electricaltt.com or 

 facebook com/

ElectricianTWarea/ 

http://www.electricaltt.com
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Gentle Pilates Classes 
 

Every Friday Morning 9.00 

St Hilda's Small Hall. 
 

The class is followed by a FREE WEEKLY WALK  at 10:15  

(non Pilates members welcome) 
 

For more information visit www.primapilates.co.uk 

Please call first as spaces are limited! 07506001406 Richard  

Call today to have your oven, hob, extractor or Aga professionally cleaned  

Mark Gilson contact details 
Tel 01932 787232, Mob tel. 07961 247550 
www.ovenwizards.com  

 

http://www.primapilates.co.uk/
http://www.primapilates.co.uk/
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361 Staines Road West 

Ashford Middlesex TW15 1RP 

T.  01784 420 230 

M. 07958 456 709 

F.  01784 420 230 

E. enquiries@fancyfloors.co.uk 

www.fancyfloors.co.uk 

Deadline for  
February 2018 copy is  

Sunday 7th January 

Deadline for  
March 2018 copy is  
Sunday 4th February 

Post typed or written copy,  
CD discs or memory sticks 

at the Parish Office, or e-mail: 

crossroads_ashford@hotmail.com  

An item submitted after the deadline 

may be accepted  for inclusion  IF the 

Editor has been informed by the 

deadline that the item is on its way. 

  
St Hildaõs Mothersõ Union 

  

Jumble Sale  

& Auction  

  

on Saturday 
  

20th January 
  

in St Hildaõs Hall 

  
Opens 2.00pm 

  
Admission 50p 

  
Goods to the Hall 

from 10.00am 
  

Phone 01784 252170 

for collection 

Our Mission Prayer: 

Bless our Community. 
Make  its  people; 
Strong  in  Faith, 

Steadfast in Hope, 
And Generous in Love. 

Amen. 
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CHRISTMAS CARD AT ST. HILDA'S 

Are you looking forward to scrabbling through the crate at the back of 

church for Christmas cards addressed to you?  And realising that you forgot 

to send one to  someone?  This year we have a solution for you! 

The PCC have agreed to have a single large card in church addressed to 

everyone in St. Hilda's, which anyone can sign.  The money you save in 

individual cards can be donated to a charity.  This should save some hassle, 

and a tiny bit of the Earth's resources.  You are, of course, still free to give 

individual cards to your friends. in church, but there will be no boxes for 

them. 

The card will be in church during December. 

ADVENT COURSE 

Ashford and Laleham Methodist churches will be running a study course 

during Advent to which other churches are invited.  St. Hilda's Bible Study 

Group will not be meeting during Advent so that the members can attend the 

Advent course.   Come and join us!  The details are: 

"So what are you waiting for?" 

November 29th Go with haste 

December 6th How long O Lord how long? 

December 13th Prepare the way of the Lord! 

December 20th Kairos and Chronos: is time running out? 

Wednesdays 7pm - 8pm 

at Laleham Methodist Church, Edinburgh Drive, TW18 1PH 

Out in India one Christmas time the Choirmaster decided to take the choir 

on the rounds of the parish.  It was very, very late at night when  they 

reached my Uncle's home.  Being none too happy to have to get out of bed, 

he turned to the Choirmaster and said, 'What is the point of you singing 

"Silent Night" when you have woken up the whole neighbourhood?!' ' 

Jo Wood  
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MANGER TOM - Thursday 21st December, 7.30pm 

This is a Christmas Cantata for children performed by 15 young people 

from the parish under the direction of Rosalyn Young  and Paula Gething. 

Caesar has called a census in the Holy Land and everyone is crowding 

back into Bethlehem, a town where suddenly there are donkey traffic 

gridlocks and inns where you can't get a room for love nor shekels. 

Our hero, Tom does odd jobs at the Fun Big Inn. This busy night, he 

decides to leave the landlord in the lurch and head for the bright lights of 

Jerusalem. But he doesn't get far, before he runs first into reggae-singing 

shepherds and then into three groovy wise guys following a star. Tom can 

hardly ignore the remarkable things they have to tell him. 

Come and see these fabulous children, aged 6 to 14 tell us in song and 

dance, what happens next. 

There will be a retiring collection for church funds. 

Paula Gething  
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The Findings  
of Phoebe                
 
 
The other day I found a a wheel barrow outside my house, returned by a 

friend who had borrowed it to work on his house and it reminded me of a 

story: The parable of the wise and foolish builders. 

 ñSo then, anyone who hears these words of mine and obeys them is like a 

wise man who built his house on rock. The rain poured down, the rivers 

flooded over, and the wind blew hard against that house. But it did not fall, 

because it was built on rock. But anyone who hears these words of mine and 

does not obey them is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The 

rain poured down, the rivers flooded over, the wind blew hard against that 

house, and it fell. And what a terrible fall that was!ò 

You can find this story in your Bible in Matthew 7:24-27  The Good News 

Translation 

This set me thinking about what the story might mean.   Jesus makes it very 

clear that we must build our lives on good foundations.  And those 

foundations are his teachings.   

So what is the basis of Jesus teaching?  It can be found in the statement  

ñLove the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 

your mind, and with all your strength.ô 31 The second most important 

commandment is this: óLove your neighbour as you love yourself.ô There is 

no other commandment more important than these two.ò 

Do you recognise this in any other format?  It is a summary of the 10 

commandments.  See Exodus 20. 

To love your neighbour as yourself reminds me of the two characters 

Charles Kingsley put in his book The Water Babies: Mrs Do As You Would 

Be Done By and Mrs Be Done By As You Did.  How we treat others is very 

important to how we live in relation to others.   But we must do this in the 

strength of our relationship with God. 

Think about it.  
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25 Station Road : Ashford 
01784 420222 

 
Successful in Letting Property 

within the Ashford 
Town and District 

 
 

 

 

 

Mention this advertisement 

and when your property is 

successfully let, Lockwoodôs 

will give a £100 donation to 

St Hildaôs. 
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CHARTERHOUSE CAROL 

I came across the words of a carol we sang at my school - music by a master at 

Charterhouse, words anon. The music is not available, it is no longer sung by 

Charterhouse, but is still used by my old school, and they will be the only people 

holding the music. There it's known as The Charterhouse Carol.  

Jane Dobbie 

Now weave the rich scarlet of organ 

notes praising 

Alpha and Omega, Counsellor, King, 

And set in the web the bright tones of 

the carol 

To make a fine arras for Christ whom 

we sing. 

 

In the still of Christmas night 

Mary lay, her travail done. 

Wonder deep in her did burn 

As she held her little son. 

 

In the still of night she head 

Heaven with sudden voices ring. 

How her heart beat as she thought, 

óChild, what makes the angels sing?ô 

 

Ah, see a fine thread that dulls all our 

gay pattern 

Till like a rose withered, it fades and it 

dies, 

All golden and gleaming, in deathôs 

sudden vesture, 

A joy of the angels immortal it lies. 

 

O! Capture this joy. It once stirred the 

far planets, 

When the womb of the night gathered 

something to birth; 

And choirs of the angels rose up in 

their glory 

To worship the babe who was born on 

the earth. 

óIs it you to whom they sing? 

Hush, dear angels,ô then she said, 

Lying mother-faint and white, 

óLest ye wake him in his bed.ô 

 

So the angels sang all low: 

óLet him sleep and let him play; 

Kings and shepherds, priest and mage, 

Give him now this little day.ô 

 

Then she murmured half-asleep, 

óBlessed angels, Lo! The boy 

Gives to you and all mankind 

What he gives to Mary, joy.ô 

 

O! Joy to the child who lies still, lightly 

breathing, 

And joy to all men who are child-like 

and learn 

How Jesus the baby is Jesus the 

Godhead 

And Jesus the flame that within us shall 

burn. 

Words: Anon 

Music: T.Fielden and V.S.H.Russell 
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MISCELLANY  
from Parish Pump 

BRINGING HOPE TO PRISONERS 

Imagine that youôve just been released from prison. You struggle to read and you 

donôt have any qualifications. Youôve been out for a week and have spent that time 

trying to find a job. But no one is interested: not only do you have a criminal record 

but you canôt even confidently read labels on boxes or fill in a form. 

The benefit forms are too tricky for you to fill in and with no job you canôt afford 

food or accommodation. Without support from family or friends, you find yourself 

slipping into your old ways and itôs not long before youôre back insideé 

This is why SPCK, the largest independent Christian publisher in the UK, runs a 

project called Diffusion, which aims to break the cycle of reoffending by publishing 

a series of easy-to-read and inspiring books that are supplied freely to prison 

reading groups. The books include lots of questions for discussion and are read in a 

group led by a prison chaplain, Prison Fellowship volunteer or librarian. 

As well as improving reading confidence, the books are used to help inmates 

examine their relationships, emotions, values and hopes for the future in a non-

threatening way.  

As one prisoner at HMP Lewes said, óThis is the first book Iôve read fully in over 

a decadeé It made me think about my own actions more and realise they were 

wrong.ô  

Another man at HMP Channings Wood commented, óThe story helped me to 

reflect on my poor choices which got me back inside. It stoked a fire inside me to 

get out of prison and stay out.ô 

Please visit www.diffusionbooks.org.uk to find out more about the project and to 

make a donation.  

BIBLE SOCIETY LAUNCHES CHRISTMAS FILM FOR CHILDREN 

Here is a treat -  The Greatest Journey, a lively Christmas film that tells the story 

of Mary and Josephôs journey from Bethlehem ï perfect for children aged three and 

upwards.   

Bible Society explains: óWe're sure it'll be enjoyed by the whole family. So sit 

back, relax ï and watch out for that sheep poo...ô 

The film is available to download for use in churches, schools and wherever else 

you'd like to screen it.  Download the film at:  www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-

involved/christmas/the-greatest-journey  

http://www.diffusionbooks.org.uk
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/christmas/the-greatest-journey
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/christmas/the-greatest-journey
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WHY THE WORLD WAS READY FOR CHRISTMAS 

Ever wonder why Jesus was born when He was?  The Bible tells us that ñwhen the 

time had fully come, God sent forth his Sonéò The Jewish people had been waiting 

for their Messiah for centuries.  Why did God send Him precisely when He did?   

Many biblical scholars believe that the ótime had fully comeô for Jesus because of 

the politics of the time.  The Roman Empireôs sheer size and dominance had 

achieved something unique in world history:  the opportunity for travel from 

Bethlehem to Berwick on Tweed without ever crossing into óenemy territoryô or 

needing a ópassportô.   For the first time ever, it was possible for ócommonô people 

to travel wide and far, and quickly spread news and ideas.  And all you needed were 

two languages - Greek to the east of Rome, and Latin to the west and north.   You 

could set sail from Joppa (Tel Aviv) and head for any port on the Med.  And the 

Roman roads ran straight and true throughout the empire.    

So the Roman Empire achieved something it never intended:  it helped spread 

news of Christianity far and wide for 400 years.  After that, the Empire crumbled, 

and the borders shut down.  Not until the 19th century would people again roam so 

freely.   The time for Jesus to be born, and for news of Him to be able to travel, had 

indeed ófully comeô.   

WAS JESUS REALLY BORN ON 25TH DECEMBER? 

Almost certainly not.  But the story of how that date came to be chosen as his 

óbirthdayô is one that stretches back long before his birth.  It seems to have started 

on the Greek island of Rhodes in 283 BC. That year the solstice fell on 25th 

December, and it was also the year that the Ancient Worldôs largest Sun God statue 

ï the 34 metre, 200 tonne Colossus of Rhodes, was consecrated.   

 By 46 BC, Julius Caesar had made 25th December the official winter solstice.   

In AD 274, the Roman Emperer Aureilian chose the winter solstice to be the 

birthday of the Sun God.  He also decreed that Sol Invictus (the unconquered sun) 

was óLord of the Roman Empireô.  

Fifty years after that, and Constantine had become the first pro-Christian Roman 

Emperor. He wanted the Church to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ on 

25thDecember.  Perhaps it was that to him, Jesus was more or less the same person 

as the mighty Sun God.  Or perhaps he felt that the ancient sun godôs association 

with goodness, light, warmth and life would help ease the peopleôs transition from 

paganism to Christianity.  Whatever the reason, the Church went along with it, and 

chose 25th December to be the date of Christmas.  And in an ancient mosaic in the 

crypt of St Peterôs Cathedral, Jesus is portrayed as adorned with sun rays and riding 

in a chariot ï just like Sol Invictus. 

As for the huge, bronze 200 tonne Sol Invictus?  He fell over during an 

earthquake, and was sold off for scrap metal in 654AD by an enterprising Arab 

scrap merchant.  Meanwhile, Jesus lives oné  
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12 January: ANTONY PUCCI - POOR, PLAIN AND TONGUE-TIED 

If you have nothing much going for you, Antony Pucci (1819-92) should be your 

patron saint.   He came from nowhere ï a peasant family in Tuscany.  He went 

nowhere ï he spent his life as a parish priest in the Tuscan city of Viareggio.   He 

was unattractive to look at.  He wasnôt good with words ï people found him 

awkward and shy. 

So why do people still remember him today?   Because Antony Pucci used the one 

gift he did have in the service of others.  He was an excellent organiser, and he 

served his people brilliantly.  His care for the sick in the epidemics of 1854 and 

1866 was outstanding.  He even set up the first seaside nursing homes for poorly 

children. 

Antony Pucci used to say that organisation is the servant of charity, not its 

substitute.  But he used his gift for organisation as a way of showing his charity, and 

for that he was loved. 

So ï if your family is nothing to shout about, if you wince when you look in the 

mirror in the morning, if you stand tongue-tied in most social situations, donôt 

despair.  Ask God to show you what gift He HAS given you, and use it in the service 

of others.  And in giving to them, you will receive!   It is when we lose our lives for 

His sake, in His service, that we truly find them. 

SILENCE FOR HER MAJESTY  

Exactly 60 years ago the Queenôs Christmas message was broadcast for the first 

time on television. Finally, the newcomer had put radio in its place! Families all 

over Britain delayed their Christmas pudding to hear, and for the first time to watch 

their monarch delivering it.  

By modern broadcast standards, it was rather odd. One could feel the Queenôs 

anxiety about it, the content, as most royal messages had always been, predictable 

and platitudinous and the accent a strange and unique óroyal speakô in which óIô was 

always óOneô and óhouseô was pronounced óhiceô. Nobody worried. She was a 

popular monarch and she had embraced the new ómedium of the peopleô to talk to 

us. 

     Somewhere in the next 60 years the whole style and feel of the Christmas 

message changed. For one thing, the Queenôs accent is now simply a bit posh, but 

completely recognisable and normal. óOneô has gone, and Her Majesty is very 

happy to talk freely about her own feelings and faith ï quite remarkably so in the 

last few years. There are very few platitudes, but a great deal of hard-earned 

wisdom in her words. At 91, she has mastered the great television art of talking to 

rather than at the audience. Long live the Queen!  

Canon David Winter  
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at St Hildaõs Church Hall,  

Stanwell Road, Ashford  

OFSTED Registered Pre -school 

for Children aged 2½ ð5 years  

 

For more information and a prospectus please call Alison on 

01784 243570  

Term Time Only: Mon ñThu (9am -  3pm) & Fridays (9am -  1pm) 

St Hildaôs Church Hall 
Stanwell Road, Ashford,  Middlesex, TW15 3QL 

Halls for hire  
 

Planning a celebration, party or meeting? 

Need a venue for a function? 
 

The Main and Small Halls at St Hildaôs are available for Hire. 

Rates start from around £5 per hour. 
 

For details and availability, contact the Hall Booking Secretary: 

Chris Davenport 01784 252170 
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HOLMES & DAUGHTERS  

FUNERAL DIRECTORS  
 

A family business, offering to the bereaved 

A complete courteous and personal service 
 

Funerals arranged in any area, Highest Standards 

 

Superb Jaguar Fleet 

 

Private Chapels of Rest 

 

In your time of need phone Day or Night 

All calls will receive immediate personal attention 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Telephone: (01784) 421015 
3 Church Road, Ashford, Middlesex 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 
 

Also at 4 High Street, Feltham. 020 8893 1860 
  


